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LXTT. — On a Collection of Land and Freshwater Shells 
from Rotuma Island. By EDGAR A. SMITH, 

In April 1896 the British Museum received from Mr. R. B. 
Leefe, H.M. Vice-Consul at the Tonga Islands, a series of 
land and freshwater shells which he collected during a visit 
to Rotuma. The collection contained one species of Partula y 
an Opeas y one Ilelicina y an Omphalotropis y and a Melania. 

Mr. J. Stanley Gardiner has kindly placed in my hands 
for examination the specimens which he obtained in this 
island, and which he believes to be a “ tolerably complete 
collection.” In addition to the species found by Mr. Leefe, 
his series includes one Rhytida y two species of Charopa y a 
Tornatellina y a Succinea , and a second species of Ilelicina. 
Besides these land-shells, Mr. Gardiner also collected some 
Auriculidm and Littorinidse, some of which were obtained 
over a hundred feet above the sea. He paid u a good deal 
of attention to collecting these, searching the tops of several 
of the hills as well as the valleys,” and he thinks u the col- 
lection, though small, is fairly representative. There is no 
indigenous forest left anywhere on the island.” 

Rotuma, or Rotumah, is situated about 300 miles N.N.W. 
of Fiji. As no Mollusca have hitherto been recorded from 
this locality, the following list may have some interest. 

The land Mollusca are similar in general characters to 
those occurring in the nearest groups of islands • and out of 
the ten species six appear to be peculiar to the island. Some 
of these being obscure forms and difficult of determination 
may, however, eventually prove to be slight variations of 
already known species. 

None of the Auriculidse and Littorinidse, which usually have 
a more extended range than terrestrial Pulmonates and 
Operculates, are restricted to Rotuma. 

List of the Species. 

Family Testacellidae. 

1. Rhytida G ar diner i. 

Testa orbicularis, late umbilicata, albida, rufo flammulata, peri- 
ostraco tenui olivacco induta, lineis incrementi subrugosis curvatis 
obliquis striisque spiralibus paucis supra et infra sculpta ; spira 
depressa, in medio impressa ; anfractus quatuor, convexiusculi, 
celeriter accrescentes, sutura profunda sejuncti, ultimus supra 
oblique depressus, ad peripheriam obtusissime subangulatus 
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antice haud descendens ; apertura parva, leviter obliqua, late 
lunata : peristoma tenue vel subincrassatum, marginibus callo 
tenui junctis, columellari baud reflexo. 

Diam. maj. 7 millim., min. G ; alt. 2-J. 

Allied to R. rapida , Pfeiffer. 

Family Helicidae. 

2. Charopa Perry i. 

Testa orbicularis, latissime umbilicata, alba, epidermide olivacea 
incluta, lineis increment! elevatis curvatis tenuibus instructa ; 
spira depressa, supra anfr. ultimum paulo elata; anfractus 
quatuor, convexi, primus lawis, pellucidus, ultimus supra leviter 
declivis, antice subdescendens ; apertura obliqua, irregulariter 
rotundata, intus alba ; peristoma tenue, marginibus conniventi- 
bus, callo tonui albo junctis, columellari ad insertionem vix 
expan so. 

Diam. maj. millim., min. 3 ; alt. 2. 

Ilab. Mota Island, New Hebrides (Brit. Mus.) ; Rotuma 
( Gardiner ) . 

Remarkable for the very wide umbilicus, the absence of 
colour-markings, and the white porccllanous aperture. The 
viblets are tine and not so regular in appearance as in many 
other species in this genus. Named after Mr. W. W. Perry, 
who collected the species at Mota Island. 

3. Charopa rotnmana . 

Testa parva, orbicularis, profunde mcdiocriter umbilicata, pallida, 
radiis obliquis curvatis rufis conspicuc picta, lineis incrementi 
liriformibus tenuibus obliquis curvatis instructa, inter liras 
microscopicc spiraliler striata ; spira depressa, supra anfr. ultimum 
minime elata ; anfractus 4|, lente accrescentes, convexi, sutura 
profunda sejuncti, apicalcs 1| haud lirati, ultimus ad peripheriam 
rotundatus, haud descendens ; apertura oblique lunata ; peristoma 
tenue, simplex, margine columellari ad insertionem vix reflexo. 
Diam. maj. 2f millim., min. 2| ; alt. 1|. 

In form very like Endodonta consimilis , Pease, from 
Tahiti, but smaller, more finely sculptured, and without a 
parietal lamella. 


Family Bulimulidae. 

4. Partula Leefei . 

Testa dextrorsa, parva, ovata, umbilicata, flavo-olivacea, infra 
suturam et versus apicem pallida ; spira mediocriter producta, 
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ad apicem rotundata, obtusa; anfractus 5, convexiusculi, lineis 
increments tenuibus, striisque spiralibus tenuissimis (in anfr. ult. 
plus minus obsoletis) eonfertis sculpti, ultimus antiee haud 
descendens ; apertura ovata, intus fuscescens, longit. totius | sub- 
sequans ; peristoma album cxpansum et reflexum, yix incras- 
satum. 

Longit. 14 millim., diam. 9 ; apertura intus G longa, 3| lata. 

A small species, distinguished by its style of coloration and 
general form. Named after Mr. R. B. Leefe, who first 
discovered the species. 

Family Stenogyridse. 

5. Opeas juncea (Gould). 

Bulimus junceuSy Gould, U.S. Explor. Exped. vol. xii. p. 76, Atlas, 
figs. 87-87 b\ Pfeiffer, Mon. Hel. vol. ii. p. 220. 

Fab . Sandwich Islands, Society Islands, Fiji, Upolu. 

As is well known, certain forms of this group (Steno- 
gyridm) have an enormous geographical range ; hence it is 
not surprising that this species should occur at such remote 
localities as the above. 

Family Achatinellidse. 

6. Tornatellina aperta , Pease. 

Tornatellina ajyerta, Pease, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1864, p. 673 ; Pfeiffer, 
Mon. Hel. vol. vi. p. 264. 

Fab . Tahiti [Pease) ; Rotuma [Gardiner) ; Tongatabu 
(Leefe). 

The type from Tahiti is a little larger and somewhat 
browner than the shells from Rotuma, but is similar in other 
respects. The bidentate eolumellar projection within the 
aperture is very remarkable and readily distinguishes this 
peculiar form. 


Family Succineidae. 

7. Succinea rotumana . 

Testa ovata, parva, cornea, lineis incrementi tenuibus striata ; spira 
brevis, rufescens ; anfractus 2|, pcrconvexi, eeleriter accres- 
centes, ultimus maximus, oblique valde descendens ; apertura 
ovata, longit. totius | fere sequans, intus plus minus iridescetis ; 
columella tenuis, arcuata, superne anguste reflexa, appressa. 
Longit. millim., diam. 3| ; apertura 6 longa, 3J lata. 

A small species, with a mammiform spire and rather like 
Ann. & Map, N . II 1st. Ser. 6. Vol. xx. 35 
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S. venusta , Gould, from the Hawaiian Islands. Like many 
other so-called species of this genus, the present one offers 
very slight distinguishing features from several others. 


Family Helicinidae. 

8. IJelicina modesta , Pfeiffer. 

Ilelicina modest a, Pfr. Proc. Zool. Soc. 1853, p. 52; Mon. Pneumon. 
vol. ii. p. 186; Sowerby, Thes. Condi, vol. iii. pi. cdxxi. figs. 221, 
222 ; id. Conch. Icon. vol. xix. pi. xxix. tigs. 259 a, b. 

Hab . Solomon Islands and New Hebrides. 

9. Ilelicina f 'algor a , Gould. 

Helicina fulgora , Gould, U.S. Explor. Exped. vol. xii. p. 97, Atlas, 
figs. 105, c ; Pfeiffer, Mon. Pneumon. vol. i. p. 401. 

Hah, Samoa, New Hebrides, Tonga Island, Namuka ; 
Rotuma {Gardiner), 

H, articulata, Pfr., If, zehriolata , Pfr., and II, Brenchleyi , 
Baird, appear to be synonyms of this species. 

Family Cyclostomatidae. 

10. Omphalotropis rotumana , 

Testa ovata, superne acuminata, anguste umbilicata, rufesccns vel 
fuscescens, albo irregulariter picta et strigata, interdum ad peri- 
pheriam albo vel rufo cincta ; spira elongata, conoidea, ad apiceni 
inediocriter acuminata; anfractus sex, lente accrescentcs, con- 
vexiusculi, sutura subprof unda sejuncti, lineis incrementi striati, 
ultimus ad peripheriam tenuissime carinatus et circa umbilicum 
carina altera crassiuscula instructus ; apertura piriformis, intus 
rufescens vel fuscescens, longit. totius | baud asquans ; peristoma 
intus leviter incrassatum, continuum, marginibus columellari et 
basali leviter expan sis. 

Longit. 6| millim., diam. 4 ; apertura 3 longa, 2 ^ lata. 

Larger than 0, solidula y Pfeiffer, from Lord Howe’s Island, 
with more varied colour-markings, a wider umbilicus, and a 
stronger keel ; also larger than 0, vitiensis , Liardet, from 
Fiji, broader in form and narrower in the umbilicus. 

Family Auriculidse. 

11. Pytliia scarabceus 1 Linn. 

Rather a small form. 


12. Melampus luteus 9 Quoy and Gaimard. 
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13. Melampus fasciatuSj Desha yes. 
Both banded and plain varieties. 

Family Melaniidae. 

14. Melania Mageni , Gassies. 
Fide the late Dr. Brot. 

Family Littorinidge. 

15. Littorina obesa , Sowerby. 

16. Littorina vndidata , Gray. 

17. Littorina intermedia , Philippi. 


LX III. — Description of a new Snake from the Andes of 
Colombia . By G. A. Boulenger, F.R.S. 

Leptognatkus Pratti. 

Body strongly compressed. Eye moderately large, its 
diameter equalling its distance from the oral border. Rostral 
as deep as broad, just visible from above; internasals about 
half as long as the praifrontals ; frontal as long as broad, 
shorter than its distance from the end of the snout, which 
equals the length of the parietals ; nasal divided ; loreal 
longer than deep, bordering the eye; pra30cular partially 
fused with the prefrontal ; two postoculars ; temporals 2-f 3 ; 
eight or nine upper labials, fourth and fifth or fifth and sixth 
entering the eye ; first two pairs of lower labials forming a 
suture behind the symphysial ; two pairs of chin-shields, 
broader than long. Scales in 15 rows, vertebrals strongly 
enlarged. Ventralsl73; anal entire : subcaudals 71. Dark 
brown above and below, with paler brown cross-bars, one 
scale wide, disposed in pairs ; belly with interrupted light 
longitudinal streaks. 

Total length 770 millim.; tail 150. 

A single specimen (a female) was obtained by Mr. A. E. 
Pratt at Medellin, Republic of Colombia. 
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